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Please start with short intro of yourself Yasmin, and what you do.


I'm a journalist, and have been a journalist for about 37, 38 years now. In the mainstream media, print sector, mainly but also Radio and TV. And I was the first ever person of colour in this country to get a newspaper column on the main pages. So that was good. I come from Uganda, I was born in Uganda and raised there and came here in 1972. Uganda was a colony. So, I thought I knew this country. But of course, what you're told about it is quite different from how it is when you come to live in it. And before this, I was in Further Education, in adult education, and to teach. And I also have done quite a lot of work with new immigrants and refugees who didn't speak English. So, I have a kind of background of real life. I didn't go from the age of 18 into journalism or politics.

1. My day starts…and the first thing that happens is my dearest husband brings me a cup of coffee in bed. Every single day. He has done this for 33 years, which is very good, because it's only after the first two sips of coffee do I feel, I'm in this world. So, the first thing I do is have that coffee, and he brings me the papers. I don't like reading them online. I go through the papers, which is kind of, for me as important as food and drink always has been. Then I begin work usually at nine.

2. I always thought I’d be…. Well, my first dream was to be an actress. And that's what I really wanted to be as young and that didn't happen. My family wouldn’t let me do that. So the next dream was writing I wanted to write I knew I wanted to write and I knew I wanted to be a journalist quite early on actually, in my life. When you're an immigrant, and you come here, it's really hard, you don't know how anything works. And people have connections, I had no connections. And it's also you have to survive. Immigrants don't have the choice to do what we want. We just have to live find a job, exist. That's what I had to do for quite a long time. Then I did it. I am not trained as journalist. I just did it.


3. The thing which surprises me most about my job is… that there would be so few people knew basic stuff about empire and colony and colonies and life for millions and millions of people around the world for hundreds of years, or even over 200 years, that there was this blank, about this period, even amongst the most Edmund most educated fellow Germans, I still find that quite alarming. That can Yoker you talk about the Empire, oh, we had an empire. But you know nothing about the people in that empire that remains one of my biggest shocks and disappointments. So, I still have fellow journalists saying to me, how do you know so much about Shakespeare? Because your guy’s ``game their route over us, and taught us Shakespeare in schools? And Dickens, and I'm very grateful for that. How do you not know that? What do you think they were doing that? You know, so it's that kind of thing.

4. My typical day involves… like most people, I'm at the computer most of the time of writing. Mondays and Tuesdays, I'm writing my column on other days other work, TV, and radio. Some usually doing that until I have a break, I have a nap. I always have a nap in the afternoon. Makes me I need it. I just need a nap. That always is that every day, every day, if and even if I was at university, I had a nap in the afternoon. In Africa, we always did anywhere. And then at around six to seven, I finish. And cook. I love cooking. I go into the kitchen, and it's my relaxing time I put on a CD, and I cook something nice s and then put on some TV maybe, and unless we go to library.

5. I got the job because… don't know what I did was I woke up one morning and did an article wrote an article. I couldn't even time well. I sent it to a friend who used to work at the not even a friend, he was somebody used to come in, talk to my students and sent it to him. And he said, This is rather good. And the Guardian published it. And then I got a couple of more things in there. And then I started pitching. And within six months, I was given the job. So, luck has a lot to do with it. But I think maybe what made me stand out was that I was writing about stuff that nobody else was about, again, what it was like to grow up in the empire, then come here and be treated like, third class citizens, even though we have British passports, and, and all of that nobody was writing about that stuff.
6. So I think that helped, in some way

7. 

8.  (was there some part of your experience that made you stand out?)


9. Where did you grow up…? I didn't grow up in a privileged family don't know that. Most people assume I did. So, Asians in Uganda were the middle classes and black people were at the bottom and white people were above us. But not all Asians were rich, which is the thing everybody thinks in Uganda regenerations are rich, most of them work quite well off, but not my family. Because my father was useless. So we lived in in quite a humble life. Quite an insecure life. He was never as poor as black people. I didn't have my own bed tonight was 12 and a half years we lived in a one bedroom apartment with knock it five of us and my mother really struggled to feed us and pay the rent so but I'm very pleased again because that made me essentialist you know always be a socialist

10. I’m most proud of…I think I am proud of being the Pioneer, the first person of colour, and then Gary Young, was the second person of colour, and he's been my lifelong friend. Because I now realise that, that itself, my presence in this very wide world, and I was very loudly, and I was very forward. Create it started creating the space and in and give others the idea, young people the idea, or I want to do that. And I know a lot of them have said to me, you know, I not there is one way to be a journalist, but I showed them what you do. Or it was you who did it. I'm proud of that, because journalism in Britain is not an open, fair and equal profession. And it took a lot of courage and self-belief for me to break through. And I had some good supporters within whitening. And I am proud of that.

11. If I was starting again… I might have started earlier than I did. Found my courage earlier than I did. I might have pushed for more. I so admire the younger people now in the business to just keep pushing and getting better. Suppose if you're the only one it seems a Trembley a lot of the time. And you didn't feel you have the right of commission. And I wish I had given myself permission to push harder. You know, and get, you know, always wanted to work with BBC. And I tried once or twice and didn't get into that I never pushed enough.  (what might you do differently?)


12. I’d be wary of…I'd be I'd be very wary of two three days. Never be so proud. That you say Oh, I don't want to write about race. Why should I write about race? I understand where that comes from. But never do that. Because if you're black in a shoe or mixed race, you know you can write and think about race in a very different way from white people can and in a way It's your responsibility not to think it's a second-class subject. It's very definitely not a second-class subject. It's a very first-class subject. Look what Black Lives Matter did. Right? So, I get quite irritated when I hear young journalists, black nation journalists. Oh, I've never been to write about race, because if you don't, somebody else will. And they do it badly. Okay. And he that's the first step. And the other thing they say, I don't want to be a token, what? Be a token, that's your footing, you know, don't be so proud. I was a token, look where I'm no. Because you then that that is your way in. And that's the way you sometimes make your name. You know. But I also think I would be wary of pride. When you're in this industry, frankly, we are powerless. So the very pushy types, say to me, I want to write a column, how can I do that? I want to get a column, let's say do you have a long it took me
to get to the place where I felt confident enough that I could write a weekly column. He can't just walk into a column.


(is there some advice you’ve heard you think isn’t true? Something you’ve struggled with?)

13. If people wanted to follow in my footsteps, I’d say… (some advice for people wanting to emulate your success)
Well, it's never too late. I was 37 When I became a journalist, it's really important that you want to do this. This is a very tough profession, it's getting tougher, because it's shrinking. And also, because of online attacks, you get to that. So you have to really want to do it in your heart. This is what I want to do. Otherwise, it will be impossible for you to succeed. And take advice, be humble, and take care of each other. You know, you don't have to be a pitcher bastard, even to be a journalist. I have never ever, ever destroyed anybody in my career.
14. The thing I’d most like to change about the industry is… (and perhaps looking at how you think this could happen)
15. Well, I think it's changing, I think has become more diverse. What I would like to change in my industry, is to have a better balance between left and right. 85% of our newspapers are right wing. And they have a really big effect. So when Boris Johnson stood for mayor, their support, because in that road, and the same thing when we stand in the leader, and even within the Conservative Party, there were people left centre left in the late in the Conservative Party, who would have made better leaders. So I just think we need somehow to balance the power of the rise in print industry. 

16. After work… s I said, I cook my husband and I are best friends. So, we talk into open door and sometimes go out there not you know, we don't got time. Our daughters in Liverpool where she's home, but I have a lot of friends and I have a lot of interests outside. But I do that is my passion. That is the thing that makes me wake up in the morning. So, journalism. I have a lot of other stuff I like to
17. and primarily a passionate journalist.
